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Background  

It is hypothesised that the lack of sufficient public, social and affordable housing for 
Australians will result in significant unintended costs to future society. These unintended 
costs generally manifest themselves in the areas of family violence, mental and physical 
health, justice, policing and long-term welfare dependency. The output of this study will be to 
quantify these costs and determine a cost benefit ratio which can be used by governments 
and other sectors for investment decision purposes.  

Housing All Australians (HAA) believes it is in Australia’s long-term economic interest to 
house all Australians including those with low incomes. HAA brings a commercial lens to 
Australia’s supply of low income and affordable housing and believes the long-term cost to 
Australia of not providing stable housing for all, rich or poor, will result in future generations 
inheriting a significant cost burden with disastrous economic and social consequences.  

HAA believes that thinking with an intergenerational perspective will provide long term value 
for Australian taxpayers and advocates that housing for all, is fundamental economic 
infrastructure upon which to build a successful and prosperous country.  

 

Purpose  

This study will determine evidence-based cost benefit ratios that can be used by government to 
improve investment decisions in housing for different cohorts of society from key workers to the 
homeless.  

The study will bring together a group of respected independent economists and subject matter 
experts to debate the study method, which will consider the unintended costs that future generations 
will have to bear if sufficient public, social and affordable housing is not provided for all Australians.  

The study is underpinned by a Housing First approach, which identifies access to permanent housing 
as a first and fundamental step for all, and seeks to reposition investment in public, social and 
affordable housing as investment in economic infrastructure.  

 

Proposed approach  

AHURI proposes a program of four phases of activity to develop the evidence base:  
 

→ Phase 1: Evidence Synthesis 
→ Phase 2: Investigative Panel 
→ Phase 3: Integration and Analysis  
→ Phase 4: Independent Economic Roundtable and Policy Engagement.  
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The Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute  

The Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI) is structured to support 
evidence-based policy development: a national independent research network with an expert 
not-for-profit research management company, AHURI Limited, at its centre.  

Through our National Housing Research Program (NHRP), AHURI Limited currently invests 
around $4 million annually in high quality policy-oriented housing research and associated 
activities. We broker engagement between policy-makers, key stakeholders and 
researchers, which allows us to undertake research that is immediately relevant and actively 
contributes to national housing policy development.  

Research leading to the advancement of knowledge on key policy issues is conducted by 
our network of expert university research partners. Using rigorous approaches, our research 
partners undertake a variety of research activities, ensuring the flexibility to undertake 
longer-term projects when fundamental research is needed, while also responding quickly to 
new strategic policy issues as they arise.  

We engage with the housing, homelessness and urban research policy communities through 
evidence informed forums, conferences, workshops and other activities to actively transfer 
findings into evidence-based policy development and practice change.  

There are eight AHURI Research Centres across Australia: 
→ AHURI Research Centre—Curtin University 
→ AHURI Research Centre—RMIT University 
→ AHURI Research Centre—Swinburne University of Technology → AHURI Research 
Centre—The University of Adelaide  

→ AHURI Research Centre—The University of South Australia → AHURI Research 
Centre—The University of New South Wales → AHURI Research Centre—The University 
of Sydney 
→ AHURI Research Centre—University of Tasmania.  

AHURI Professional Services  

AHURI Professional Services brings together AHURI’s in-depth understanding of housing 
policy and policy development processes with expertise in research management, 
brokerage, synthesis and dissemination. It provides concise and targeted analyses and 
explanations of research evidence, offers innovative engagement processes to draw out 
policy and practice implications from the highest quality knowledge base and from high 
quality primary research. AHURI Professional Services draws in a wide range of expertise 
from AHURI’s national network of university Research Centres.  
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Key personnel  

Dr Michael Fotheringham  

Executive Director  

Michael is a research and policy development specialist with over 25 years’ experience. He has 
expertise in building research programs and policy agendas in housing, homelessness, and 
urban policy. In 2017, Michael was appointed as the Executive Director of AHURI, having 
previously worked as the AHURI’s Head of Research Services and Deputy Executive Director for 
four years. Michael has authored numerous peer reviewed journal articles, invited book chapters, 
research monographs, reports and policy framework documents. He has been an active 
contributor to a number of Ministerial advisory committees, expert taskforces, professional 
associations and research committees, and is a past president of ASBHM. He is an experienced 
program director, and an in-demand speaker, facilitator and media spokesperson.  

Dr Nicola Brackertz  

Acting Head of AHURI Professional Services  

Nicola has managed AHURI’s Professional Services team for the past 5 years. She is a research 
specialist with 20 years’ experience in the design, implementation and analysis of research in 
both academic and applied contexts. She has worked with a variety of stakeholders from the not-
for-profit, government and community services sectors. Nicola’s research interests relate to 
public policy, social justice and disadvantage, with a special focus on housing, homelessness 
and vulnerable populations, performance measurement and evaluation of services. Nicola has a 
specialisation in engaging with vulnerable and hard to reach communities.  

Dr Tamlin Gorter  

Senior Manager Strategic Initiatives  

Tamlin is a social scientist specialising in housing and urban research and policy. She was 
manager of AHURI’s National Housing Research Program from 2009-14, responsible for the 
development of the annual research agenda, and management of research contracts, quality 
assurance and policy engagement processes. In 2014 she took up an appointment at the 
University of Tasmania’s Housing and Community Research Unit. Tamlin returned to AHURI in 
2019 as Senior Manager of Strategic Initiatives. Her current focus is on developing AHURI’s role 
in informing and influencing cities policy in Australia. She also works across the organisation, 
supporting activities related to the National Housing Research Program, AHURI’s Professional 
Services, and the National Events Program.  

Dr Luc Borrowman  

Research Analyst  
 

Luc is an analytical and solutions-oriented social policy expert with proven knowledge and 
understanding of the key impacts on housing, housing affordability and homelessness in 
Australia. His academic background with Monash University in economics has led to Luc  
developing expertise in key public policy areas such as affordable housing and education,  
and to utilise this expertise to drive policy development and social change in housing  
affordability and homelessness to improve outcomes for socioeconomically disadvantaged  
members of the community. Luc has an exceptional track record in reaching wider audiences 
with my research work in housing.  
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Dr Christian Roggenbuck  

Research Analyst  

 
Christian has recently completed his PhD, which investigated the experience of community  
by migrants living in Masterplanned Estates (MPEs) in Australia. The research was based on 
a case study focusing on residents from a Filipino or Indian background living in MPEs 
located in the urban fringe of Melbourne. He has an in-depth knowledge of community 
engagement, migration studies, and human geography.  

 
  

AHURI Investigative Panels  

Completed  

• →  Financing and institutional arrangements for the provision of affordable rental 
housing in Australia  

• →  Financing rental housing through institutional investment  
• →  A socially sustainable housing system for Australia  
• →  An efficient and responsive housing market for sustainable urban growth and 

social inclusion  
• →  Quantifying planning system performance and Australia’s housing reform 

agenda  
• →  Understanding Specialist Disability Accommodation (SDA) funding  
• →  Housing markets, economic productivity, and risk: international evidence and 

policy implications for Australia  
• →  Housing, homelessness and mental health: towards systems change  
• →  Towards a new development model for housing regeneration in greyfield 

precincts  
• →  The stigmatisation of social housing  
• →  The health impacts of housing: toward a policy-relevant research agenda  
• →  Delivering diverse and affordable housing on infill development sites  
• →  New and emerging models of tenancy management in remote Indigenous 

communities  
• →  Rooming house futures: governing for growth, fairness and transparency  
• →  Effectiveness of the homelessness service system  
• →  Evaluation of the Queensland Community Rent Scheme  
• →  Indigenous Housing and Education  
• →  Mixed use for small enterprise (MUSE) development  

Forthcoming  

→ Housing and energy costs 
→ Build to rent in Australia 
→ An integrated housing assistance system → Coordinated urban growth  

 

 

 

http://www.ahuri.edu.au/

	Housing All Australians economic study:
	Long-term costs of not building sufficient social and  affordable housing to accommodate all Australians.
	Client
	Housing All Australians
	Client Contact
	Robert Pradolin
	AHURI contact
	Dr Michael Fotheringham
	Executive Director  Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute


